
Olympiáda v anglickom jazyku, 24. ročník, celoštátne kolo 2013/2014, kategória 2D - úlohy 

                                                                                                Participant's number: ................ 

                                             G R A M M A R 

Complete the text by putting the verbs in brackets into the correct forms. Write your 

answers into spaces provided. 

Last Saturady my friend and I 1. .............................. (decide) to drive to Central City. This is  

a small town near Denver. When we 2. ................................ (arrive), there were hundreds of 

people 3. ................................. (stand) behind thick ropes and trucks loaded with cameras and  

electronic equipment 4. ................................... (fill) the streets. Small groups of people  

dressed in the style of the old West 5.................................... (walk) along the sidewalks.  

As my friend and I were moving toward the crowd of people, we stopped a local police  

officer and asked him what 6. ................................. (happen). He told us that a Hollywood  

movie studio 7. ........................................... (make) a movie.  

Neither my friend nor I 8. .......................................(ever, watch) a Hollywood studio make  

a movie before, so we were glad we 9. ................................................ (choose) to drive to  

Central City instead of 10. ............................................. (go) to Colorado Springs..He also told  

us that George Segal and Goldie Hawn were stars of the movie. Both are excellent actors, so  

we 11. ..........................................(probably, go) and see the movie when it 

 12. ..............................................(finish). 

I really like George Segal. In fact, I 13. ............................................... (see) most of his  

movies, but I 14.............................................. (never, see) him in person before that day. 

 I can't wait until this movie 15. ............................................ (appear) in cinemas. I'm sure it'll  

be worth 16. ................................................. (see). 

                                                                                                                   

 

                                                                                                   ............/ 8 pts (0.5pt each) 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                               Participant's number: ................ 
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                                             G R A M M A R (continued) 

Complete the sentences using the words given in brackets. Your sentence must mean the 

same as the 1st one. You cannot change the words given. 

17. I'll be happy to see him again.         (forward) 

      I'm _______________________________________________ him again. 

 

18. I think you should tell him.          (were) 

      If __________________________________________________ tell him. 

 

19. It's a pity they didn't come yesterday.         (wish) 

   I ______________________________________________________ yesterday. 

 

20. I didn't have time. That's why I didn't go to the cinema.        (would) 

   If I ___________________________________________________ gone to the cinema. 

                                                                                                             ........./ 4 points 

 

Complete the 2nd sentence in each set so it means exactly the same as the sentence above 

it. 

21. It was necessary to fill in this form. 

      This form _________________________________________________________ . 

22. "What's the time?", asked David. 

       David wanted to know ________________________________________________ . 

23.  There is not any hot water to wash the dishes. 

       We have run _________________________________________ for dishes. 

                                                                                                               ......../ 3 points 

 

                                                                                    Total points: ........... / 15 points    

 

                                                                                               Participant's number: ................ 
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                                                  V O C A B U L A R Y 

Complete each sentence with the correct form of the word in CAPITALS at the end of 

each one. 

1. A desert is a vast .........................  area where very few animals can live.    WATER 

2. It was ............................ to make a campfire so close to the forest.             RESPONSIBLE 

3. His writing is completely ............................... .  

   I can't read a single word.                                                                                LEGIBLE 

4. It was an ............................ story he told us about him putting out  

    the fire in the forest.                                                                                         BELIEVE 

5. His answers were completely ....................................                                     LOGICAL 

    and we couldn't make any sense of what he was talking about. 

                                                                                                                  ......../5 points 

 

 

Underline the word in each sentence which best completes that sentence. 

6. In this part of the country the earth / the land / the soil is quite expensive. 

7. My friend recently discovered a new category / make / species of fruit-fly. 

8. While I was eating cherries I accidentally swallowed a nut / pip / stone. 

9. Something must be done to protect wild / wilderness / wildlife. 

10.Most animals will attack you to protect their babies / litters / young. 

                                                                                                                   .......... / 5 points 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                        Total points: ............ / 10points 
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                                                                                               Participant's number: ................ 

 

                           R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N 

                                                Secrets of talking 

Read the article below. There are two (2) tasks to do on the next page. 

You could be one of those people who seem to be naturally good at public speaking. It is 

unlikely that you were born with this ability. Great speakers are instinctive and inspired.  

They also prepare well, learn performance technique and draw heavily on experience to 

develop their skills. What passes for a natural ease and rapport with  an audience is often 

down to technique - the speaker using learned skills so well that we can't see the 'seams'. 

You can learn to speak efficiently in public by going on courses and reading manuals. But 

there is no substitute for getting out and doing it. If you dislike speaking in public, then take 

every opportunity to do so - even if you only start off by asking questions at the meeting.  

When you speak in public, almost all the aspects that make up your total image come under 

scrutiny. Your posture, body language, facial experession, use of voice and appearance all 

matter.  The focus of attention is such that it can feel as though your presentation skills are 

under examination through a microscope. The situation is often stressful, because the speaker 

is being observed and judged by others. Small quirks, like speaking too quietly or wriggling, 

which are not particularly noticeable in everyday communication, become intrusive and 

exaggerated in front of an audience. 

It is hardly surprising, then, that some of us feel it is easier to pretend to be somebody else 

when we are speaking in public. We assume a 'public speaking image' that has nothing to do 

with our real selves. We sense that speaking in public is connected to acting and so we portray 

stereotypical roles like 'the infallible authority', 'the super-smooth sales person', 'the successful 

superwoman'. Unfortunately, if we don't really feel like these types, then we will look as 

though we are striving for effect.  For instance, you could decide that you want to play the life 

and soul of the party when you speak, although, in actuality, you are a rather quiet person who 

rarely uses humour. You read that humour works well in public speaking so you decide to tell 

a few jokes. 

As a public speaker, you have more scope than most actors - you have your own script, 

direction and interpretation to follow. You can even re-arange the set and choose the costume 

if you like. The most successful speakers are obviously projecting an image but one that rings 

true. They project the best aspects of themselves. The serious quiet person will project 

serenity and consideration for others. The outrageous extrovert will use humour and shock 

tactics. Speaking in public is a performance and one in which you present a heightened 

version of your personality.To speak well, there needs to be a balance of impact between 

speaker, message and audience. If one of these elements overpowers the other two, say          

if the speaker is over-concerned to project personality, or the message is rammed home 

without due regard for the type of audience, or the speaker allows him of herself to be thrown 

by a noisy crowd - then the performance will suffer. 
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                                                                                               Participant's number: ................ 

                          R E A D I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N (continued) 

Your image helps maintain this balance. If you get up to speak dressed like a Christmas tree 

then your appearance will be overpowering. Delivering your message in an over-stressed and 

over-significant tone of your voice, will encourage your audience to switch off. When you 

start to speak, if your body language and facial expression remind the audience of a frightened 

rabbit, then you won't gain its confidence.  

Both in planning and in presentation, the speaker's main consideration should be the audience. 

When we are in an audience, we make two important decisions about speakers: Do we trust 

them?  Do they understand our problems?  

The biggest block to effective public speaking is attitude. If you think you can't and you never 

will be able to, you won't. Speaking in public is something anyone can learn to do. Be positive 

and accept setbacks as part of the learning process. A much quoted statistic shows that the 

majority of people fear public speaking more than death. 

 

Based on what you read, circle the best answer (A-D) to complete each statement (1-8). 

1. The author says that the best public speakers                                                                     

A don't need to plan their talks in advance.                                                                                                            

B go on learning from the talks they give.                                                                                             

C are professional actors.                                                                                                             

D feel naturally at ease with people.         

2. The author's advice to beginners is to                                                                                          

A get as much practice as possible.                                                                                                     

B study other speakers' performances.                                                                                              

C attend a course on public speaking.                                                                                               

D ask good speakers for advice. 

3. Some speakers pretend to be someone else because                                                              

A they don't want to be recognised.                                                                                                  

B they enjoy acting.                                                                                                                           

C they've been adivised to.                                                                                                                

D they feel less self-conscious. 

4. The author does not recommend pretending that you are someone else because             

A it will make the audience laugh.                                                                                                     

B it is likely to look false.                                                                                                                   

C the talk can last too long.                                                                                                         

D the audience will complain. 
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5. The best speakers                                                                                                                   

A tell stories and jokes.                                                                                                                      

B use visual aids.                                                                                                                               

C present their most positive characteristics.                                                                                 

D learn the script of their talks by heart. 

6. The author warns against                                                                                                     

A wearing colourful clothing.                                                                                                             

B making the audience feel nervous.                                                                                               

C getting into arguments with the audience.                                                                                      

D being too emphatic in what you say. 

7. One thing the audience will judge a speaker by is whether he/she                                                       

A gets the balance of the talk right.                                                                                                    

B has prepared the talk properly.                                                                                                       

C is someone they can relate to.                                                                                                         

D is someone with power.                                                                                               

8. The author's message about public speaking is                                                                  

A a talent some people have naturally.                                                                                            

B something few peope can do.                                                                                                         

C a skill that can be developed.                                                                                                          

D the most frightening thing you can do. 

                                                                                               ............./ 8 points 

 

Find a word in the text for each definition below. Write your answer in the space 

provided. 

9. a line where two pieces of cloth, wood, metal etc .                                                            

have been joined                                                                    _________________ 

10. a strange or annoying habit                                             __________________ 

11. not capable of making mistakes, certain to work           __________________ 

12. becoming involved in something in a way                                                                             

that is not welcome                                                               __________________ 

 

                                                                                                          ........../ 2pts (0.5 each) 

 

 

                                                                                         Total points:   ............. / 10 points                                                                                                                                                                                                           
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                                  L I S T E N I N G  C O M P R E H E N S I O N 

Listen carefully and CIRCLE the best answer (a-c) to complete the statements (1-5). 

1/                                                                                                                                                 

Brian likes Birmingham because                                                                                                                             

a/ it has provided him with a steady income.  

b/ it is where he grew up.  

c/ it was where he first became famous.  

2/                                                                                                                                              

When they discuss children’s participation in pantomime, Brian says that                                         
a/ he prefers children not to come up on stage.  

b/ it’s important to get the parents’ permission if a child wants to participate.  

c/ he thinks that children’s participation adds a certain quality to the show.  

3/                                                                                                                                        

According to Brian, the advantage of panto is that                                                                 

a/ all the actors can change their lines to reflect current events.  

b/ the qualities required in panto match his talents.  

c/ it gives him the chance to play a comedy character.  

4/                                                                                                                                           

Brian became involved in comedy because                                                                           

a/ he had wanted to do it since he was a child.  

b/ his friends at school encouraged him to do it.  

c/ he found he could earn more by doing comedy.  

5 /                                                                                                                                         

What does Brian say about providing comedy for corporate events?                                           
a/ it is easy because the audience has had a lot to drink.  

b/ he has learnt how to respond to comments from the audience.  

c/ it’s the only way for many comedians to find work.  

 

                                                                                                             ............. / 5 pts 

 

                                                                                        Total points: ............../ 5 points             
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